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The European Union’s DAC6 Directive holds significant challenges for intermediaries and taxpayers
required to report on certain cross-border tax arrangements. Since due diligence and reporting
requirements are governed by local legislation and guidance, substantial differences in the requirements
and their interpretation across EU Member States exist. Failure to comply could mean significant
sanctions as well as reputational risks for businesses.

PwC’s DAC6 Compare Tool (“Tool”) has been developed with the aim to support users in complying
with these reporting obligations. It is a web-based application enabling users to compare local legislation
and its interpretation against the underlying DAC6 Directive, as well as against related legislation in other
EU jurisdictions. It offers four different reports, conveying the information necessary to support
compliance needs regarding cross-border arrangements.
We are now offering a free one-week trial version to test our Tool for yourself!

PwC’s DAC6 Compare Tool makes it even easier to get the answers you need, on your PC or any
smart device.
In an area where the only constant is change, our Tool strives to address three areas which users find
most challenging to manage within their global operations.

Various Sources of Information

• Given the various sources of primary
information from the EU and the local
regulatory authorities, clients need a
reliable repository of such information in
order to centralize their searches.

• The Tool houses active links to relevant
primary documentation, including local
regulations and guidance.

• The built-in country comparison allows
for a quick identification of differences
across EU Member States in relation to
DAC6 as a baseline.

Frequent Regulatory Changes 

• Frequent regulatory changes have
become a constant occurrence within
the area of DAC6 compliance.
Managing these changes from various
sources (EU and local authorities) has
become a challenging and significant
task.

• Based on at two-step alert process,
users will be made aware of regulatory
changes in an efficient manner and are
notified when the Tool is updated to
reflect these changes.
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• Local implementation or the locally accepted
interpretation of the same requirements
often significantly differ from country to
country. An overview of these is nearly
impossible.

• The Tool provides a baseline interpretation
for every detail and it offers a direct
comparison to that baseline with additional
explanations on a country-by-country basis.
This makes PwC’s solution completely
unique on the market.

Differing Implementation and Interpretations



What is the value that PwC’s DAC6 Compare Tool is 
offering to its users?
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The fundamental value of the Tool is that it contains more than 600 DAC6 criteria for each jurisdiction
which are updated on an on-going basis and organized into various key topics. This makes relevant
criteria easily accessible and comparable across EU Member States, the United Kingdom and Gibraltar.

As a first step, users should select their countries of interest, including an ’Assessment Country’,
meaning the country against which differences should be compared within the Tool. By doing so, all
reports will be presented in comparison to the selected ‘Assessment Country’ with differences clearly
highlighted. The country selection can be changed at any time.

The Tool offers four different reports: (1) Country Overview; (2) Is an arrangement reportable?; (3) Who,
when and how?; and, (4) Hallmarks beyond the scope of DAC6. These will be introduced in the following
pages.
Each user has the option to save his or her own searches within his or her profile and re-run the reports
when regulatory updates occur. Importantly, when the user re-runs the search it will include the most
recent regulatory information.

PwC provides regulatory alerts to the users in a two-step process. First, the user will be notified of
any regulatory changes in any jurisdiction, i.e. the passage of local legislation, via a built-in news feed
and via an exclusive weekly DAC6 News Alert delivered via e-mail. Secondly, once the Tool is updated
to reflect the changes, the user will be notified of the change to the content.

By selecting ‘Assessment Country’, users determine 
the regulatory baseline within the Tool. Results for 
the ‘Assessment Country’ will be included in any 

reports that are run and differences from the 
‘Assessment Country’ will be highlighted. This can be 

changed at any time.

Users can select the countries to be compared to the 
‘Assessment Country’. For example, a user 

responsible for CEE could select all locations where 
his or her institution has operations in CEE to 

compare against the ‘Assessment Country’, e.g. the 
headquarter location.



The Country Overview provides an overview of the DAC6 
implementation
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The Country Overview provides users with a quick summary of the status of implementation as well as
the local regulations.

In particular, the following key areas are discussed: (1) Status of implementation of DAC6; (2) Cross-
boarder arrangement; (3) Domestic arrangement; (4) Intermediaries; (5) Relevant taxpayer; (6)
Reporting; (7) Penalties; (8) Application of the new rules; and, (9) Documents.

This report could act to support internal status updates within projects and to support operations,
onboarding of project team members or communication to steering committees.

The Country Overview will be generated in a
pop-up which can be printed to Adobe PDF© as a
booklet, including general information on the
DAC6 requirements, as well as country-specific
details. In addition, the PwC local contact person
will also be provided for each jurisdiction.

As with all reports, when exported, the Country
Overview will also be date stamped, to ensure
that readers of the PDF reports will know when
they were generated and whether an updated
version should be sought.



The “Is an arrangement reportable?” report delivers an 
uniquely in-depth due diligence knowledge base
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The report Is an arrangement reportable? provides users with the necessary in-depth information to
determine whether the local DAC6 requirements capture a particular arrangement or not. This report
does not only include the baseline rules, but delivers local analyses, various example cases as well as
guidance materials.

The main sections of this report are the Cross-boarder Arrangement, the Main benefit test and the fifteen
Hallmarks (A.1 to E.3). Users may open these up to find one or two more levels of sub-headings and the
detailed content below those.

When exported as a PDF© booklet, only the parts that
are opened will be included. As such, users can fully
tailor their exported booklets to their individual needs.

As with all reports, the exported booklet will be date
stamped, to ensure that readers of the PDF© reports
will know when they were generated and whether an
updated version should be sought.

By clicking on the toggles, 
users may open up different 
levels of the content within 
any of the main sections.

Shaded responses 
assist users in easily 

identifying the 
differences among the 

previously selected 
jurisdictions.



The Who, when and how? report covers the definitions and the actual reporting obligations of
intermediaries and the relevant taxpayers. In addition, it includes such other relevant topics in detail as
applicable penalties.

The main sections in this report include: Intermediaries – Definitions, Intermediaries – Reporting
obligations, Relevant Taxpayer – Definitions, Relevant Taxpayer – Reporting obligations, Reportable
information, Penalties, Definitions: Associated enterprise, Definitions: Person.

The “Who, when and how?” report focuses on the 
peculiarities of the reporting process itself
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When exported as a PDF© booklet, only the
parts that are opened will be included. As
such, users can fully tailor their exported
booklets to their individual needs.

As with all reports, the exported booklet will be
date stamped, to ensure that readers of the
PDF© reports will know when they were
generated and whether an updated version
should be sought.

Similar to the “Is an arrangement 
reportable?” report, by clicking on 
the toggles, users may open up 

different levels of the content within 
any of the main sections.



The Hallmarks beyond the scope of DAC6 report covers country-specific local regulations that are
closely related to DAC6, but go beyond the scope of the EU’s DAC6 requirements. As such, depending
on the existence of such requirements, it may or may not include additional information for specific
countries.

Given the nature of information contained here, i.e. that even the topics may vastly differ from country to
country, the content is structured in a slightly simpler manner and a country-to-country comparison is not
possible.

The “Hallmarks beyond the scope of DAC6” report cover 
country specific local regulations beyond EU’s DAC6
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When exported as a PDF© booklet, the entire
content of the report will be included. The Table of
Contents is interactive and therefore, the user can
navigate to the relevant sections with the click of a
button.

As with all reports, the exported booklet will be date
stamped, to ensure that readers of the PDF©
reports will know when they were generated and
whether an updated version should be sought.

Similar to the “Is an arrangement 
reportable?” report, by clicking on the 
toggles, users may open up different 
levels of the content within any of the 

main sections.



The built-in DAC6 News Ticker and the accompanying exclusive PwC DAC6 News Alert is your source
for the latest updates on anything DAC6.

The news ticker can be found in the sidebar menu of the Tool (to be opened by clicking on the triple-
stripe icon in the top right corner) under “News”.

PwC’s DAC6 News Alert, exclusive to the subscribers of the Tool, is delivered to the users via e-mail
every week.

The DAC6 News Ticker and DAC6 News Alert delivers 
weekly updates on DAC6 developments across the EU
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Users can search for any words in all the 
news published since July 2020. 

For example: are you searching for all the 
news related to Austria? Just type in “Austria” 

and find the list of all related news on your 
screen within seconds.

Clicking on the 
title of any 

specific news 
entry will 

direct the user 
to the detailed 
piece of news.

Users may open the DAC6 News Ticker 
from the dedicated ‘News’ section of 

the sidebar menu.

Users may 
also 

bookmark 
their favorite 

news for 
easy retrieval 

later.

Tool subscribers 
exclusively receive 

this news alert 
containing the latest 
DAC6 developments 

with a brief 
explanation and 

relevant links every 
week.



Get signed up for a free one-week trial of PwC’s DAC6 Compare 
Tool or schedule a live, tailored demonstration with our team. 

© 2020 PricewaterhouseCoopers GmbH Wirtschaftsprüfungsgesellschaft.
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Mark D. Orlic

Partner, PwC Germany
+49 69 9585 5038
mark.dinko.orlic@pwc.com

Please contact us to learn more about how PwC’s DAC6 Compare Tool can help you
navigate through your compliance questions.

Marton Kovarik

Senior Manager
+36 30 694 5864
marton.x.kovarik@pwc.com
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